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Upon successful 
completion of this course, 
the student will be able to: 

Learning Activities Evaluation Methods 

3. Apply “best” design 
standards for a variety of 
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e. RGB, CYMB, pantone colors 
9. Line Symbols 

a. Streets, streams & boundaries 
b. Routes 
c. Flow lines 
d. Iso-lines (later) 

10. Point Symbols 
a. Dot distribution maps 

1) Dot size 
2) Dot value 
3) Dot placement 

b. Proportional Symbols 
1) Symbol size 
2) Symbol placement 
3) Range Grading 
4) Pictographic Symbols 

11. Area Symbols 
a. Choropleth Maps 

1) Area symbols 
2) Data standardization 
3) Symbol & legend selection 
4) Dasymetric maps 
5) Cartograms 

a) discontinuous 
b) continuous 
c) Dorling’s Circles 

12. Volumes/Surface Symbols 
a. False Shadows 
b. Hypsometric Tints 
c. Contour Lines 
d. Tanaka’s Technique 
e. Fishnetting 
f. Prisms (rotated) 

13. Other Symbols 
a. Univariate symbols 
b. Multivariate symbols 

1) Weather maps 
2) Faces, snowflakes & jacks 

Advanced Design 
14. Map Animation 

a. Rate of change 
b. Viewer control 

15. Mapping Uncertainty 
a. Distortion ellipses 
b. Fades 
c. Brewer’s Technique 
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16. Multi-Media & Non-visual Methods 
a. Sound as a map variable 
b. Multimedia design 
c. Tactual map design 

 

LEARNING MATERIALS: 
Brewer, Cynthia. Designing Better Maps: a guide for GIS users, 2nd ed.  ESRI Press, 

2016. 
ESRI’s ArcGIS software and other learning materials will be required and will be made 
available directly to the student via the College’s course management system. 
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This course is consistent with Montgomery County Community College’s mission.  It 
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